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State \\ill be a genuine democracy, in which exploitation and
coercion will be minimized. This is why Gandhiji defines demo-
cracy as "ihe rule of unadulterated non-violence'3.41 Thus in
answer to a letter from Lord Lothian, he wrote, cc. . .constitu-
tional or democratic Government is a distant dream so long as
non-violence is not recognized as a living force, an inviolable
creed, not a mere policy."42

In India's war of liberation, in spite of Gandhiji's efforts, the
Congress failed to evolve the non-violence of the brave. Even
now if people accept the non-violent way, the State and society
will become predominantly non-violent, i.e., democratic. The
State "would for the most part be based on non-violence".43

The State will no doubt continue to exist, for there will be
some individuals or groups with anti-social tendencies and the
absence of external restraint will lead to anarchy.

The satyagrahi State will be equal in status to other States
and free to manage its own affairs. Progress is impossible with-
out the right to err, i.e., freedom to try experiments, and
Gandhiji defines swaraj as "freedom to err and the duty of cor-
recting errors".44 Freedom is a part of truth; unless a nation is
free it cannot worship truth.45 So every nation, nothing to speak
of a satyagrahi nation, should be free to rule itself.46 Freedom of
a country is essential not only for its own progress but also for
that of others. Control of one country over another is destructive
of democracy in the imperialist country and leads to inter-
national complications and wars. Gandhiji, as we have pointed
out later in this chapter, does not stand for isolated indepen-
dence, nor is his nationalism exclusive nor designed to harm any
nation or individual.

Freedom and equality will not only characterize the inter-
national status of the satyagrahi State but also determine its
internal life. The State will be democratic, for masses accepting
non-violence as the way of life will control political power. Says
Gandhiji, "Swaraj for me means freedom for the meanest of our
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